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Polygraph testing has become a significant tool for treatment providers and supervisors of
sex offenders on probation, parole, under civil commitment and housed in institutional settings.  This
seminar will identify the ways that polygraph testing is being employed in the United States and
overseas by therapists and supervising officers working with sex offenders.  An overview of post-
conviction sex offender testing (PCSOT) will explain the types of tests that are available, what the
purpose of each is, where and how they are regularly applied, and how to use them.  The instructors
will approach this presentation as both an introduction for those unfamiliar with polygraph testing
and its with application for post-conviction sex offenders. The seminar will review validity,
reliability, strengths and limitations of this testing, and will prepare the attendees to understand
polygraph opinions and reports.  When completed, the student should be prepared to work with
polygraph examiners and to understand if  work product is consistent with standards of the American
Polygraph Association.  (Eric J. Holden)

In addition, this seminar will explain and offer helpful information about how treatment
specialists rely on polygraph examinations as part of the treatment and risk assessment process
with civilly committed, institutionalized, and incarcerated (CCI) patients.  How PCSOT and CCI
testing differ in methods and approaches, and the types of CCI tests being applied in those
settings will be the focus.  Attendees will gain a clear understanding of what role polygraph can
play in risk assessment, and what information can validly be obtained for treatment purposes. 
(William J. Scheve III) 


